Two trials were made to study the effect of feeding separately grain maize silage and protein supplement. In each trial, 48 Two trials involving 936 weaned piglets between 9.5 and 24 kg were conducted to compare the feeding value of sorghums with a low or a medium tannin content to that of maize. Two groups of sorghums Argence (2 and 1.4 g tannin/kg MS) and NK 121 (10 and 7.2 g tannin/kg MS) were incorporated in replacement for maize in the control diet.
(1) A.G.P.M., 122, boulevard Tourasse, 64000 Pau. (2) LT Two trials involving 936 weaned piglets between 9.5 and 24 kg were conducted to compare the feeding value of sorghums with a low or a medium tannin content to that of maize. Two groups of sorghums Argence (2 and 1.4 g tannin/kg MS) and NK 121 (10 and 7.2 g tannin/kg MS) were incorporated in replacement for maize in the control diet.
Daily mean feed intake was not affected by sorghum whatever the variety studied. Growth rate was only slightly depressed (&mdash; 3 %) with sorghum NK 121 containing 10 g tannin. It was similar with diets based on sorghums Argence and NK 121 containing 7 g tannins and with maizebased diets.
There was no difference in the efficiency between sorghum-based and maize-based diets, except when sorghum contained 10 g of tannin. The efficiency was then reduced by 5 %.
It was concluded that low and medium tannin sorghums can be used in diets for weaned piglets in the same proportion as maize.
